





L e oo
'ﬂw"‘?‘-)"w»tou’f‘**"’*‘"l%‘/’f““%’
luZﬂ‘Z'&M

Dl Coth o [ gy ﬂ“‘ A:I/;{M.; e
ol < G252






T I R e
Mﬁehmk1#1'39 > s g B ‘,2:?
362 /"M(’P - e A _
r Nt

\'WM
T 7 e 'J""I"n«—w‘m
e % W M S
4

ac/'wﬂ/kkl“
w/f{"r-'fot'{‘-qx—f

| Ay
{ &0 Thaan G ol Yo er
< o —-v___’_’,—--_#_
| an N PN b 3 AL :
P ‘jﬁ}/' L om Cl{,{p—r--.’ll =2 ety P
T""") Ga) 7 Jaerdt 4 l‘3¢.7 ¥ foe~ ! /_'zv g u‘.’
u”“ﬁ\A“ " S
N 7
W
r{’w‘ /’5 \\lt‘ N“b}y\
S Cﬁ\';‘ %:’f/’rhsf(’
"\/ -;1“"' VAR
9\b\q’y



s v
ht. $.13  pa st 7 G

'pPo T ENLE '
vt OA NP 22 .
SPIRITVAL ; SCA 5,_.:,.2




« ." v

e
‘GW& 3 7t Yo
" B o

otlrmany ¥ "o wd'wu gw,

e = .
a7 .é“) =27 M ¢ - Y MW
@) 77%)"' e ’r‘*; ""eka-(»&;‘f-‘
ﬁw‘z’ A 'h‘ Aﬂ-’). i‘mh w ’
e - ot ./v-f“'%: :‘-"-!,,;m‘{"”"
o ey O & N7
pead VAV ek P SV e
‘ L R w LA



O W by

-
e'.i
Ades

__ 5L, TR |
9 a2
o e
. _ 2 ¢
a 4 s
i
I
| —
_.Qm_
I-»‘-’.
-_

wd

V-
—










"THE SPIRIT OF CONQUEST"

On the television, and there are many hundreds of thousands of you
who are looking at this service, and in the spirit of reverence and wor-
shipmsee&d:gablessinginthismwithus,mtmteleﬂsimam
on the radio you're with us in the First Baptist Church in Dallas, and
this is the pastor bringing the message entitled "The Spirit of Conguest,”
"The Spirit of Can Do."

The test is the one that the choir sang fram Philippians chapter 4,
and verse 13. "I can do all things through Christ who strengtheneth me."
The spirit of victory, of triumph, of conquest, of can do. "I can do all
things through Chrdst who strengtheneth me."

The satonishtment of the modern world is is the ill4mitable, immeasurable
in the affluence of our people. We have more everything than aryone else

in the world, Morebathm,mteleprnnes,mautmnbnes,mmdios,
more television sets, a higher income, a more solubrious standard of living.
There's not anything of material wealth and possession but that you find
it in supersbundance in Amerdca

It has been an astonishment even to our eremies that we have been
sble to wage for years a war in the Ordent, spend billions of dollars in
theexplorationotthemm,axﬂyetmtevenappmmadentinmmm
standard of living.

America 18 & great nation, and 1t's greatness can be demonstrated
in the marvelous material prosperity that has crowned owr efforts. But
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there is some reason for that greatness, and it is found in the great-
ness of will ard spirit that in days past has characterized our pesople.
We do not have the resources of South America or of Africa. Nor do we
have the vast teeming population of a subcontinent like India. Nor do
we have the ancient civilization and culture of a China. The foundation
of the greatness of America can be discovered in her spirit, and in her
will.,

What is that foundation? There would be meny things that we could
catagorize. I name three. A part of that foundation that has entered
into the spirit of America, thet has made her great, has been her rever-
ence for almighty God. A reflection of that devoticn can be seen in the
motte that is placed upon our coins. "In God we trust." A reflection
of that spirit of heavenly importunity and deperdence can be illustrated
darkness and nadir of the Revolutlonary War, down on hls knees
and importurdng the favor and blessing of Almighty God.

A demonstration of the spirit of dependence upon providence, and upon
the favor of God can be 1llustrated in the packing and Jamming of our
churches. at two o'clock in the morning when our armed forces stormed

£

supplicating

the continental bastion of Hiltler on D Day. The spirit of America in
these days has been one of deference and reverence before God.

A second part of that foundational spirit of greatness can be found
in the Christian doctrine in the worth of the humen soul. A man 1s not
chattel property, he is made in the image and likeness of his great Crea-
tor, A man is not a pawn of the state he is a child of Ood, and as such
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his life, his welfare, his destiny is precious in the eyes of heaven and
of earth.

A third foundational spirit that haes made America great can be found
in what could be described as the Puritan Ethic. The devotion and the
doctrine that our Pilgrim fathers brought to this new continent and this
new earth. The persuassion that we ought to be free. Free in religion
without the coercive heavy hand of a King. Free in heart ard spirit,
where every man might have opportunity to work, to excell, to exceed, to
achieve, The spirit of self-reliance, the spirit of personal respon-
sibility, the spirit of 76, the spirit where any boy might become the
President of his country. And where any man would have open door to be
hisbestselr,mﬁboaﬁliﬁmevemnaucceedmmtevermwmm

* capetil

American name, I-C-A=N. I can. "I can do all things through Christ which

strengtheneth me." And that spirit of achievement and of extension and
of success has been in these days past the spirit that has made America
great.

But today in our lifetime, and in our generation we have been intro-
duced to a new and a different spirit. There has been a decay of the nationsl
will., No longer is it the spirit of "can do", but it 1s the spirit of
"ean't do." It is the spirit of "anti". It is the spirit of against.
hepever you turn in modern life, there do you meet a floodtide of negativiam.
It is like trying to swim through seaweed. On every hand there are those

who press movements that are hostile and negative., If there are demonstrators
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Just count on it, they are demonstrating against samething. They are "anti."
They are protesting. They are anti-establistment. They are anti-Fentagon,
They are anti-war. They are anti-American., They are anti-Semitlec. They
are anti-church. They are anti-God. They are anti-business. In their
lexicon bigness is badness. Success If failure, and forward is backward.

We have came to live in an age of the"dis" phencmenon. They are
disillusicned. They are disenchanted, and they are disappointed. The
sickness has pervaded every section and part of American life. No longer
do we create herces, but we create anti-herces., Thelr pictures are on
the papers. They are the paragons of thosewho seek anarchy and nihilism.
They are followers are blatant and blasphemous. They seek the destruction
of our institutions., and the destruction of our free spirit, and the
destruction of our will to do. It is & new age and a new generation,
and 8 new spirit,
decay in the citizenry of America. There 1s a new political idea that
has gained a hold in the heart of our people and it 1s this: the new
idea that we have a right, a right, to public dole. That there is a
right whereby one man can live off of the toll and labor of another man,
while he tolls and labors not. MNever in this earth shall I forget the
first time I heard that doctrine. I was in Stockholm, the capital of

Sweden. I was a guest in the home of Joel Scorensen, who was the pastor
of the largest Baptist church in Sweden end a political figure. He was
year after year elected to the Senate of the Congressional lLegislative
body of the natlion of Sweden, and as I sat and talked and visited to

ny astondshment he said to me, "I believe that every Swede by virtue of



Page 5

the fact that he is born & Swede is entitled to a subsidy , an incame
from the national treasury." I said|Dr, Scrensen, you mean without his
working? He doesn't work? " He said, "I mean by virtue of the fact that
he is born a citizen of Sweden, he is therein born with a right to an in-
come, and a subsidy, and a dole fram the national treasury. I said, "But
that contravenes and contradicts the plain word of God that says, 'If
& man does not work he shall not eat.'" And the man replied to me,
"Whatever it says in the Rible, I bellieve that any man that is born &
citizen of Sweden 18 therein entitled to a dole from the goverrment."
That idea has so fastened itself upon the Amerdcan political life
until 1t has become a way of life for thousands and millions of people.

ment. of Health, Education and Welfare, and in their yearend sumary they
have more than 15 million Amerdcan on the dole, on welfare. An incresse

of more than 700,000 deiiawe+ people this year of 1972, and the money
that is spent for those welfare indigents in this fiscal year of '72
is 18, 200,000,000. An increase of 2,700,000,000 this year over last
year. And there is no end in sight. Welfare! Doles! As a way of life
is increasingly becoming & part of the Amerdcan scene. It is & right that
they expect, vote for, lobby for, that this man shall work and toll, and
this man shall live off of the other man's efforts. What a far cry is
that new doctrine, and that new spirit from the days of our forefathers.

I have in ny study, in the library at the parsconage, I have a large
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pleture hanging on the wall of my great grandfather. My father's mother's
father. My greatgrandfather Neely., It is a picture of a homestead in
central West Texas. I stand and look at that picture many mary times.
There he is with his famlly, and everything seen in that picture he made
with his own hands. The house, the corrals, the fences, the barms, he
went cut to that howling wilderness and with hls own hands he bullt a
place for him and the support of his family. There was no dole, there
was no welfare, He had been taught under God to be responsible and self-
sufficient. "I can do 21l things through Christ which strengtheneth me."

It's a new day. It's a new spirit. It's a new age. Its a decaden and

decay.
I see that decay in our national citizerwy. I see It also

— > ~— e g e e Ny e ~

years. Somet recently I went back to visit the greatest
earth once again, I walked down Times Square. I could not belleve my

eyes. (one the great Whiteway. Gore those beautiful scintiliating adver-
tisements and their glistening lights. Gone the people of respectability
whe used to proamenade up and down the streets, and instead it is dirty
and crumy ard decadent, and the people who walk there look like the very
spewed out and flotsam and Jetsam of human life.

I asked a citizen, "What has happened?”, and the reply 1s that,"What
you see in Times Square‘:uwict:h&inn iteelf the sight of it besmirches (sikdp),
is a blot on the destruction of America." What you see in Times Square
you see In the entire city. The clty is decayed. The city is bankrupt.

It has lost {t's glory and 1t's grandeur. And you ask "Why, why?" The
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answer, "The psople are not there in Times Square." They are afraid of
the muggers and the rapist, and the murderers and the underworld, end
the underground. They are afrald, and the city has been glven over to
those who live on welfare. The city is bankrupt because of the thousands
and thousands and thousands and uncounted hundreds of thousands who live
on the public doles. The decay of the great city.

1 see it again, this new spirit and this new age, I see 1t in the
decay of our churches. In one of those great cities on the Atlantic sea-
board there is a magnificent house of worship. It was built by one of
the greatest Baptist preachers of &ll times, One of the most famous in
all the world. I went to see the church, just eager to loock in it. To
ny amazement, the first time I was there the great balcony was curtalned
off, no one to use it, the second time I went there there was a caretaker

TR G D e popdoge of 7 the wast part of

I walked up to Mm and T said, "What ere you doirg®”

"I'm roping off the great vast part of this auditorium." I saild, "But
tomorrow 1s Sunday, the Lord's Day, and you'll need these seats." He
saild, "Oh no, that's why I'm roping it off." He said, "Lest the people
seatter all over this lower auditorium, I'm roping it off and leaving just
a small section down at the front where they'll be in front of the preacher,
for about a hundred or a hundred-twentyfive."

The city is there. The pecple are there. But it has lost it's spirit.
It's lost it's Godliness. It is a city decayed and dieing. What America
needs 1s a rebirth, a refuel, a regeneration of the spirit and the heart
to do. To change from an "anti" to a "pro." As General Douglas MacArthur
said, "It must be of the spirit if the flesh is to be saved." What we
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need is to stand up In a new heart and a new dedication, unashamedly.
I am Pro-American. I am pro-God. I am pro-Christ. I am pro-church.
I am pro for the great things that our forefathers kmew and loved, and
the toolg and instruments by which they built this great natlon. And
above all 1 am pro-faith, pro-faith, "I can do all things through Christ
who strengtheneth me."

lihen Abraham was called to go cut to a country he should afterward.
receive for an inheritance, he went out not knowing whither he went, trusting
God. Pro-faith. When Moses was called to take two and a half million
slaves into the wilderness and for forty years there without food, and
without water, trusting God for the blessings. Pro-faith. When Jesus
appointed the eleven men to the evangelization of the world, they never
staggered before the mandate, Pro-faith., And when Paul, who wrote this
sentance, &nd his corpatriot the Apostle John fased the idolatry and pagan
do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me,"and that's the spirit
that we pray for in our hearts, in our church. 'The spirit of cammitment
and of faith, "I can do." "I can do...through Christ who strengtheneth
me." T can do what God has assigned for me to do. I can do it. To some
of us that task may be mammoth, to some of us it may be menial, To scme
of us who have grest talents and abllities it msy be vast and tremendous.
To scme of us who are less endowed and less gifted, it may be humble and
quiet. It makes not difference. When the assigrment is from heaven how
ever our capabilities, "I can do all things through Christ who strengtheneth
me." And that's our spirit in the bullding of this lighthouse for (hrist.
Wnat can I do best for America, my mative land, What can I do best for my
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city, the queenly city of Dallas. What can I do best for my God and my
Christ. Vhat can I do. This I can do, I shall support it. Give to it.
warm'it,mlmva'haveinu;esedavsthatarepast.

This week, yesterday, there came to our house a packet from our
Stewardship Committee, and an the inside of that packet was this card,
a stewardship ecard. I picked it up, read it, looked at 1t, and immediately
decided in my heart I shall double anything I have ever given to my Lord
in these days past. I shall double it, locking to God, trusting God,
believing in God, "I can do..." that and all other things that are man-
dated to us, to me, to you,"through Christ which strengtheneth me.”

My obrethren we are rever but one generation from paganism. Every
new generation must be won to Christ. They must be prayed for. They must

ke taught. They must be guided. It is a never ending assigmment. When

,'.
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he never quit. Godaaid,"ﬂeﬂmruleravertencitieaﬁ
ard in the 1ife that is to come there are vast assigrments, mendates,

life,"

heavenly work, tasks. Praise God, blessed His neme that He would match
our souls against 1t. I don't cringe before what God hath lald upon us
to do. I just thank God that he thought that He could trust us with so
vast ard 11limitsble an assignment. "I can do all things through Christ
which strengtheneth me."

One other thing. In that spirit I can face the future triwphantly
in Christ. I can do. I can face the tamorrow triumphantly, victoriously

in Christ. I can do, whatever the tomorrow might be. This last summer
1 realized one of the ambitions of my life. TFor years I have wanted to
go to Antioch on the Orontes River. I made that pligrimage this last
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sumer, and stood there in what remains of that great ancient Oriental
eity. The third eity of the Empire. First, Rome, secand Alexandria, third
Antioch. Mawmthe!vontNeMSIlivedovera@inh}nsm
of God's blessings upon His work in that ancient clty. It was there that
the Hellendstic Jews preached the Gospel to idolators, heathen ldolators,
ard sccepting Christ by falth they were gloriocusly saved, It was there
thmnwmwwmmuommse&m,mtm
there and together Barnabas and Paul preached the gospel of the grace of
theSmorGod,andtheywerecalledcmdsthﬁmtinmmm. It was
thex%thattheﬁrstnd.saimmdeﬁmsentwtpreacm!xthemwa
gaepel,amlofamithvmichwearethectdldmandmhem,the
Gentile Crristisnity. And it wes there in 70 A.D. that Ignatius was pestor
of the church, and in later years John Chrysostom, the greatest preacher

&VET li'ref:!_ the most eloguent, John the Golden Meuthed, John Chrysoe-
life of Ignatius. God's servant and & mighty preacher. He wes s0 effec-
tive;xeacmmmegoepelofanatwattbewﬁ'aunsentemedhm

B U

to be expoeed to the 1ions in the Roman coliseum. He was taken to Rome,
plaoedintheconsem,amseoodt}memmsaxﬂorcheﬂowberm
these tiers of thousands and thousands of blood-thirsty Romans. When the
cages were opensd and the lions wee rushed out, Ignatius held out his
lmxiamhisamardaameﬁrsbleadirgumtoreechhimclmpedhis
Jamonthatharﬂmﬂtmtm,abwemecnmhingofthebaxwamw
teazdnsoftheshmlmatiuswaatnudtosw,"m,mwlambecmﬁm
a Christian." A spirit like that. A dedication like that-is unbeatable.

"I can do 2ll things through Christ who strengtheneth me." A spirit of
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comitment, of dedication, of response. "Now I begin to be a Christian."

A noble army, men and boys
the matron and the maid;

Around the Savior's throne rejoiced
in robes of light arrayed;

They clinbed the steep ascent of heaven
through peril, toil and pain;

Oh God to us may grace be given
to follow in their train.
"I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me." The spirit
of "can do", the spirit of conquest, the spirit of triumph and victory
in our Lord. Oh Christ in heaven bless to us this kind of a dedication,
this kdnd of a will, this kind of a spirit. One that will bless and save

our nation, our eity, our church, and our souls.



